Only recently has the highest building built by man
exceeded the height of "nature's skyscrapers/' the hun-
dred-and-fifty-metre eucalyptus trees of Australia,
We have said that millions of square kilometres ol sea
are occupied by "films" consisting of* microscopic algae, but
on the sea beds beneath them., on vast "continents" which
no Columbus has ever trod, there are submarine forests ol
giant algae. The macrocystis reaches a length oi three hun-
dred metres; it is the longest living creature on Karth, . . ,
Our land forests are living cities with multiple-storied
buildings. Their basements are their roots and myceliums
which penetrate the moist soil, The mossy carpet that is
spread over the soil is the ground floor. Out of1 the grass rise
the feathery ferns., and also bushes and shrubs, And then
tower the trunks of trees. . . ,
Over this forest-city soar air travellers: pollen, floating
seeds., microorganisms and their spores. Wingless and of
the lightest weight, they probably reach the upper borders of
the stratosphere. . . .
If there are astronomers somewhere in the azure depths
of the sky who direct their telescopes towards the Earth they
see our planet in an olive-coloured mist, That mist is the
fields and forests, the Earth's plant world.                    "
We are not merely guessing, we know that the cosmic
astronomers, if there are such, must sec the Earth exactly
in this way.
On Mars, that stern planet to which the sun sends more
meagre rays than it does to us, the planet of waterless wastes
and rarified air like that on our highest mountains, the polar
cap melts and shrinks in the spring and the reddish expanses
slowly turn green.
But on those parts of the planet  which  are bound by
winter unequaled for its severity by anything  we know on
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